THE   FRANCO-GERMAN   WAR
French mediation. So all things conspired to make
him wish to come to terms with Austria quickly.
Fortunately, the things that he demanded from
Austria were few and simple: (i) she must recog-
nise the dissolution of the Confederation of 1815,
and must consent to see a new organisation of
Germany in which she had no place; (2) she must
agree to the cession of Venetia to Italy. The amazing
leniency of these terms not only astonished Austria
and the world generally, but also grossly offended
King William and the Prussian military leaders.
Was this all that Prussia was to get from a victory
that placed all Germany at her feet ? The soldiers
wanted to enjoy a triumphal entry into Vienna;
the politicians demanded extensive annexations of
territory at the expense of Austria, Bavaria, and
Saxony; the financiers lusted for large indemnities.
Bismarck resisted their clamours, and on August
23rd concluded with Austria the extremely moderate
Treaty of Prague. Napoleon was left to continue
his writing of letters, to which Bismarck soon ceased
to reply. The Tsar was politely informed that there
was nothing for a European Congress to discuss.
With an Austria that was no longer a state of
Germany Bismarck had no sort of quarrel. He
realised, in fact, that in the struggle with France
which he akeady clearly envisaged, her neutrality
would be essential, even if an actual alliance were not
possible. With the South German states, moreover
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